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	Ordinations – Called by God

            In June 2009, RICM was blessed by seeing three RICM’ers ordained: two to the transitional diaconate and one to the Sacred Order of Priesthood.  Debra Bennett and Karen Davis-Lawson (both part of our New York Family) were ordained at the Episcopal Cathedral of the Incarnation on June 22 to the transitional Diaconate and will be ordained to the Priesthood on January 16, 2010 at the same place.  We feel like proud parents, watching these young women grow in the Lord and step out in faith as they said “YES” to God to serve in His Church.  Please keep them in your prayers as they prepare for this next step when they will answer the question: “My sisters, do you believe that you are truly called by God and his Church to this priesthood?”  


On Saturday, June 27th, The Reverend Greg Rannazzisi was ordained to the Sacred Order of Priesthood at St. Agnes Cathedral (Roman Catholic), Rockville Center, New York.  What a grand celebration that day was as we gave thanks to God for allowing us to have a small part in this young man’s formation.  Greg traveled with us for six years, visiting every part of the country in which we held our renewal weekends.  We watched the Lord stretch Greg, fill him, and empower him.  We were blessed to have Father Rannazzisi bless us on Sunday the 28th after his first Mass.  It was our 40th wedding anniversary and how fitting that one of our “sons” could bless us and send us on our way.  (In last year’s summary, we shared that we had traveled to Rome to be with Greg as he was ordained to the Transitional Diaconate at St Peter’s Bacillica.)  

        


Judith’s Recap of 2009

        What an amazing year 2009 was for us and for RICM.  We began the year with our very first renewal weekend in the Netherlands at the end of January.  It was a time of experiencing once again the power of the Holy Spirit – tongues of fire, prophecy, interpretation, worship and even more worship.  We celebrated the Trinity from the Incarnation to Pentecost.  What a faithful God we have!


We arrived home just in time to prepare for our Texas renewal weekend, Catching the Fire, at Midlothian, TX, on February 13-15. We not only experienced the refining fire of God as He cleansed us and brought us to healing and wholeness but we were also empowered by the fire of God.  We even managed to celebrate my birthday with some of our Texas family after the weekend.  


Our next weekends were not to happen until the end of April and the beginning of May so we had some time to catch our breaths.  It was also a time of reflection and repentance as we began the Lenten season.  I was also asked to celebrate and preach at St. John’s Episcopal Church, Kewanee, once a month, so my preaching skills were being fine tuned.  I was also blessed to be with them for Maundy Thursday and Good Friday.  What a wondrous blessing to walk through that Holy Week to experience the washing of feet; to see the empty cross, and the darkness of the night.  But Sunday is a ‘coming.  What a privilege to participate in all the events of that week, to feel our Lord’s presence, His pain, but most of all, to feel His love.


Growing in Holiness was the plan for our Georgia weekend, April 24-26.  And grow we did!  We even managed to have some time for Painting Prayer where we discovered that we have more than a few gifted painters and prayers in Georgia!  Our family there always encourages and blesses us.  We also managed to spend an extra day after the weekend with Ron and Jane Szelist – Gary relaxed and Jane, Summer Twyman, and I managed to catch some good ole shopping time!


With Summer riding along we headed to Texas for a weekend of Kingdom Living.  Here we experienced the righteousness of God; learned about the importance of a prayer life; watched as the gifts of the Spirit were poured out among us; and celebrated living in the power of God’s spirit.  What a faithful God we serve!


For those of you who have not yet met Summer Twyman, let me tell you a little about her.  Summer has been traveling with us for the last year and a half.  She has been in the process of being empowered for the call that the Lord has upon her life.  She is now in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, where she is using her skill as a social worker to work with young girls who have been rescued from the sex trafficking as well as sharing the Gospel message.  The Lord keeps sending us young people to equip and to empower for the ministry to which they are being called.


June was a month of celebrating ordinations.  It was also a time for us to reconnect with some of our New York family.  We spent a few extra days in the City, visiting Gary’s alma mater General Theological Seminary, seeing “Mama Mia” on Broadway, and riding through the streets on a bicycle cab built for two (we were three!).  


July was the beginning of my involvement at Trinity Cathedral, Davenport, IA.  I had been asked by  Dean Harris to oversee the Pastoral Care & Parish Visitors.  We meet once a month for Eucharist, sharing, and praying for all that these dedicated women visit.  How blessed I am that I can once again be part of Parish life.  


July was the Dalmasso’s clan Annual Adventureland trip.  What fun we had with ALL our grandchildren: Jessica (21), Michelle (20), Gabrielle (14), Joshua (12), Connor (8 ½), Olivia (5), Bryant (4), Adelia (3), and Emma (1).  And of course, their parents came along as well as Jessica’s friend, Steve. Jessica graduated from Blackhawk College with a degree in Nursing, passed her state boards, and now has her first professional job.  We are so proud of her.  The plus side of having such a grand-daughter:  we now have someone who can care for us in our old age.      

August found us at Toddhall, Columbia, IL where we Let Go; and Let God.  That is hard for many of us, but our Lord so desires to have our wills conformed to His will; our minds transformed to His; and our hearts molded to His.  As is becoming the RICM custom, the worship on Friday evening led by Matt Everett had us on our knees and on our faces before Him.  It is amazing what worship does – cleanses us, empowers us, touches us, and heals us.  Join us for a time of worship soon.


September found us once again on the road to Georgia where the no-seeums, little gnats, love to spit on Gary.  We not only explored The Basic Themes in the Gospel of Luke but we experienced healing in all its aspects.  I just love that we can “practice” what we “preach”.  Our Georgia family continues to be such an integral part of this ministry.  We give thanks to God for each and every one of them.


November in Texas – Warm for those of us traveling from Illinois but a little on the cool side for the Texans.  We gathered at Camp Hoblitzelle, Midlothian, TX where we shared our Faith, our Trust in the Lord, and celebrated our Triumphs in Him.  A word was shared on Saturday morning and our wounded vessels were filled.  Worship and words flowed throughout the weekend.  A liturgical dance performed by Kelly Graham (it was her first time) moved us all to tears.  What a mighty God we serve.  He uses each of us, each of our gifts, to bring glory to Him.  


December will find us once again at Toddhall for the Family Gathering.  We will come from all parts of the RICM family to give thanks for all the Lord has done through this ministry and all that He will yet be doing.  It will be a time of worship.  It will be a time of prayer.  It will be a time of seeking His direction and His will for this ministry of RICM and for us. 
             Check out our schedule for 2010 on our web page, www.ricm.org.  You may also enjoy other items on RICM’s web page such as photos from our many weekends.  

Emmaus Conference Center


Netherlands


2009 started off with RICM’ers from all of our locations gathering in Amsterdam for our first renewal weekend in Holland.  For many years in the 90’s and then again in 2005 & 2007, we were invited to take part as speakers in the National Charismatic Association of the Netherlands.  During this time we became acquainted with two young people, brother and sister, who traveled to America to experience the family of RICM and one renewal weekend.  Annelies and GertPaul were convicted that RICM should have one of its own renewal weekends in Holland.  So with encouraging phone calls and emails to one another, Fr. Gary, Annelies and GP were able to organize this event.  We gathered at Emmaus on Wednesday for a team meeting as there were 22 Americans who volunteered to be part of this experience.  We worshipped and prayed for those who were yet to come.  It was a powerful time and we were more than ready when our Dutch family (there were 44 of them) arrived on Thursday evening. The Lord was ever so present.  He was amazing!  We worshipped in English, Dutch, and in tongues.  The Spirit gently bombarded us and filled us.  All of our lives were transformed in some way.  We are so looking forward to returning for our 2nd Renewal Weekend there, February 24-28, 2010.  Care to join us?  If so, let us know – RICM, PO Box 94, East Moline, IL 61244 or call us at 309-755-5114.








