The Netherlands by Eileen Burdock
Where do I begin to try and recount the wonderful, exciting, and empowering time we experienced in Holland with RICM. (Renewal In Christ Ministries) How do you highlight specific happenings when so much was going on each and every day? The sights and sounds of the people and the places were unfamiliar and yet so very familiar. We are brothers and sisters in Christ, so many of the cultural differences, seem to just melt away as we joined with one common goal, and ministered together the LORD’s love and healing.
The team gathered on Wednesday evening and thus began our adventure into the weekend. The language barrier, which I thought might be a concern, was a mute point; most of the Dutch people spoke fluent English. Annelies and GP (brother and sister who lead the Holland team) translated the talks and instructions for the day. Immediately, we all formed a bond which only

those who are connected by the grace and love of God can achieve in such a short time.
There were testimonies given a few times each day. People were sharing what God had done,and is doing in their lives. Each of these sharings was so heartfelt, and practical. They were simply sharing their lives, fears, joys, and triumphs and being shinning ambassadors for our LORD. One young man (Jessi) full of enthusiasm and the zest of the LORD, gave the most powerful teaching on the Baptism of the Holy Spirit I have ever heard. Simply, using scripture and his own experience he encouraged all of us to continue to seek to be filled to overflowing, so that we can have all the power we need to share the “hope that is within us”.

We had a time for prayer throughout the day. As each evening drew to an end, Father Gary encouraged us to come forward for prayer, for repentance, forgiveness, healing and restoration. I am not sure, but it appeared everyone there, at least once, took part in either giving or receiving prayer for something.
On Friday night during prayer time, a man and woman were having a particularly hard time. They were sobbing and crying and struggling to let go. A Dutch woman (she is hospital Chaplain) began to softly sing in the background. She sang and sang a sweet, soft, beautiful tune that so ministered to the heart, it almost sounded like a lullaby directly from the LORD. The couple continued to struggle, and the Dutch woman continued to sing the same song over and

over, and then another woman joined her, then another, then one man, and another, until all the Dutch people there were singing, and giving the gift of soothing music to the troubled couple until their sobs subsided, and they received healing for their deep wounds. At that moment when they were singing I remembered the Scripture about the LORD Jesus, saying how He would love

to gather His people like a hen gathers her chicks under His wings. Jesus was really, by the power of His Holy Spirit, gathering His chicks under His wings and soaring through the hearts of His people, as this melody, saturated with love, penetrated the deep recesses of all our hearts.

Oh, I could go on and on, so many wonders to recount, there is not enough time or space to tell them all here. If you want to hear more, I am always willing to share, any time or anywhere. I do want to thank you all so very much for your prayers and encouragement, they made it possible for me to be an eye witness to God’s love and grace demonstrated so lovely through His people.

My Post on Facebook when I first returned:
Number One Sight in Holland: The faces, the glowing, radiant faces of the people shinning with the love of the LORD. Ministering to each other and exuding His great love and compassion. Those beautiful faces are cataloged forever in my mind and I don’t need a DVD player to see them. I can continually see them parading before me. The most treasured gift from the RICM Mission and I thank God for it!
(The sign above the cross says “Believe in My love and mercy”)
There is also an audio account of the ministry of “The Prayer Shawl” on our

website, www.anglicanchurchofthegoodshepherd.com (February 19, under Living

Epistles). After you listen say a special prayer for Jeanet and Hannie. Love and

Many Blessings, Eileen Burdock
